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it must be capable of expansion and, above all, there must
be the capacity to provide that privacy which is so necessary
to Indian women. Now, this site fulfils all these requirements
and I think we may congratulate Her Excellency on the success
of the locality on which her choice has fallen. There is the
existing house we have just seen which will make an excellent
nurses' hostel with some rooms for administration and also
maids. There is ample ground on the estate, which can be
efficiently adapted for a block for surgical and maternity cases
with up-to-date surgical theatres, for family wards and necessary
outbuildings. The total accommodation for the present is
designed to provide between fifty and sixty beds, which will be
expanded as and when funds permit and when experience
warrants it. I have been taken into confidence in regard to the
equipment and staffing and am assured, and may assure you,
that everything will be of the high water-mark of excellence
and efficiency. From a long experience I may be permitted to
observe that if there are any defects that escape Her Excellency's
observation, then these are not visible to the naked human eye.

Now that I have told you of all that is to happen I may remind
you that this is one of the first fruits of Her Excellency's Women
of India Fund. I feel that this building should make a special
appeal to us all, for it is a step onward in the great field of labour
awaiting the efforts of those with the interests of the women of
India at heart. I am glad to be able to announce that just
before starting for this ceremony a telegram was received from
Her Highness the Begum of Bhopal, stating: " Her Highness
wishes to subscribe Rs. 40,000 for one two-bedded ward. Kindly
announce." It is an auspicious occasion for us on starting
out to receive this telegram and it once again evinces the deep
interest that Her Highness the Begum of Bhopal takes in the
women and children of India. I should also like to mention
that an American lady and gentleman, who were here and who
heard of Her Excellency's project, were so enamoured of it
that at considerable cost they insisted upon sending to the
hospital a complete set of surgical instruments of a most excellent
and up-to-date description, and I need not assure you that we
are very grateful to them for it. I congratulate Her Excellency,
the members of her committee and all those associated with her
in this work, as well as those whose donations have made the
work possible, on the inauguration at to-day's ceremony of this
hospital and of the great prospect of beneficent work for which
it stands.